
A SHORT HISTORY OF 718 PINE STREET, SAN FRANCISCO 
   
We had the good fortune to acquire 718 Pine Street on the occasion of its centennial in 2013.  It was love at first 
sight. The plaque in the entry reads Mon Désir, or My Desire, and it certainly was.     
   
It is about as central as you can get, allowing us to walk most anywhere we want, from fine dining at Parallel 37 in the 
Ritz Carlton to the best blues scene in America at Biscuits and Blues to amazing musical performances at the 
Masonic.        
   
718 Pine is quintessentially San Francisco; each day, we can hear the distant ringing of the cable car bells from lines 
on California Street and on Powell Street.      
   
In 1906, the fire that followed the great earthquake in San Francisco leveled all the buildings in this area. The 
property remained vacant until 1913 and was one of the first buildings constructed on this part of the block.  We 
have a picture depicting construction of the Stockton tunnel photographed in such a way that you can see our skinny 
house in the background before the neighboring buildings were built on either side of it in subsequent years. We will 
leave it for the new owners.     
   
But none of that says anything about the people who called this home. We have been fascinated to think of those 
who came before us. Who were they? What were their lives like?  If only these walls could talk …     
   
Periodically since buying the house, we have attempted to piece together the history of the home and its occupants. 
It’s been a labor of love and our knowledge is fragmented. Here's what we know so far …     
   
John Bermingham, Jr., and his wife, Sara, were the first to occupy the home.  Mr. Bermingham was the vice president 
and general manager of the California Powder Works, a dynamite company.  The  Bermingham’s  lived here until 
approximately 1925.     
   
The next people we found were a couple by the name of Harrison J. and Rose Chapin.  His occupation was shown in 
the 1928 city directory as salesman.     
   
By 1941, Emil J. and Clara Lubbe were the owners of 718 Pine Street.  They were also the operators of the Lubbe 
Music Company in San Francisco, purveyor of pianos and other musical products.      
   
The longest owners of the home were Albert and Edith Chan, who lived here from approximately 1955 to about 
1980.  Mr. Chan was the owner of Silver Dry Cleaners and later Lux Dry Cleaners.     
   
From 1990 to about 1998, Jeffrey Davies Bricker owned the home. He is an artist under the name Jeffrey Davies. 
When he lived here, he operated a Sutter Street studio.  He now lives in the Palm Springs, California area, where he is 
still an active artist. When he acquired the house, it had fallen into disrepair. Mr. Bricker showed it the love it 
deserved.  
   
The owners from 1998 to about 2004 were George Robert Peterson and Jacqueline Jones Peterson.     
   
Then, from 2004 to 2013, Evan White and Erica Chahal White were the proud owners of our home. Mr. White was a 
retired newscaster with KRON and KPIX.  He told us they always wanted to own this house.     
   
Diane and I bought 718 Pine in June 2013 and have done a lot of upgrades since buying it. As we have done so, we 
have been careful to respect and preserve the history and the character of this special home. It has stood the test of 
time and we have seen ourselves simply as caretakers for those who are to come in the next 100 years.     
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